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Abstract:

This paper addresses whether the term salah in Siirah al-Isra’ (17:110) refers to ritual prayer,
supplication (du ‘a’), or both. The question arises from the verse's immediate context, in which
the surrounding ayat use the term du ‘@’ and address the legitimacy of divine names and modes of
calling upon Allah. The analysis draws on classical tafsir sources — including Mawlana Ashraf
‘All Thanwi, Mulla Jiwan, Raghib al-Asfahani, Ibn ‘Ashiir, and al-Qurtub — and situates the
verse within the Siirah's broader conclusion on tawhid and tanzih. The paper finds that while the
verse was revealed regarding the manner of recitation in prayer, many mufassirin affirm that it
accommodates both the technical and lexical meanings of sa/a@h, encompassing prayer,

supplication, and personal invocation alike.
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Question:

I have question about surah Isra (78) - Allah said
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Does the word “salah” in this ayah refer to both physical prayer and supplication (dua)? I read that
Imam Qurtubi interpreted it in this dual manner. Because the ayah starts with dua and the following

ayah is also a dua. I would love it if you shared some clarity on this interpretation.

Answer:

The concluding ayat (verses) of Siirah al-Isra“ collectively address various aspects of the
fundamental belief of fawhid (monotheism).* In this way, the Stirah subtly comes full circle as it
begins with similar discussions of Allah’s fanzih (exaltedness).* This is reflected in the penultimate

VErse:

“Say, ‘Call (du’a‘) [Him] ‘Allah’ or ‘al-Rahman (The All-Merciful)’, whichever you call,
He has beautiful names.” Do not be loud in your saldh, nor be quiet, and seek a path

between that.””

In this verse, Allah instructs man on how to relate to Him. While “du’a” can refer to
supplication in this verse, many mufassirin (exegetes) have explained du‘a’ to refer to the general
“naming of something” or “referring to it”.%" This is because, in this verse, Allah informs that He

has many names—dismissing Christian and Jewish objections to the Noble Prophet Muhammad %

2 Questions are reproduced verbatim and have not been edited from their original form of submission.
3 al-Thanwi, Mawlana Ashraf ‘Alf. Bayan al-Qur’an 2:401.

4 Ibid

> Siirah al-Isra‘, 17:110.

6 Ahmad b. Sa‘id, Mulla Jiwan. al-Tafsirat al-Ahmadiyyah, 353.
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regarding the abundant mention of this divine name in their scriptures and its brevity in the Quran—
and that multiplicity in names does not imply polytheism, as the Makkan polytheists understood
and objected to the Noble Prophet’s # practice of calling on Allah with the name al-Rahman.” This
shows how the ayah addresses the basic idea of sound methods and names to refer to Allah. As
such, while “du‘a’” can be understood to be in the meaning of supplication, the broader meaning

of “calling” or “naming” is more apt. 5

Additionally, the ayah teaches that in audible (jahr7) salah—Fajr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha’—to
recite audibly without being excessively loud, while reciting quietly in Zhur and ‘Asr without
being mute.’"” During the Noble Prophet’s # time when the Quran would be recited, some Makkan
polytheists (mushrikiin) would try to censure it.!° For this reason, the Noble Prophet # began to
recite the Quran quietly.!! It is within this context that this ayah was revealed, instructing the Noble
Prophet % not to recite loud enough for the polytheists to censure it, nor too quietly such that the
Companions would not be able to benefit from it: taking a balanced path between the two
extremes.'? This would provide a means of recitation that is most effective upon the heart while
avoiding distractions.!? In this way, one can understand “salah” in this verse to also extend beyond
its genuine shar 7 (Islamic) meaning of the particular action of salah to the lexical meaning of du ‘a
(supplication) and other such actions.!* As such, one will find many classical mufassiriin
(exegetes), including the great seventh/thirteenth-century Andaliisi mufassir, Abii Abd Allah
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Qurtubi, soundly interprets the ayah based on both meanings of “salah”:

7 Thanwi, Mawlana Ashraf Alf. Bayan al-Qur’an, 2:401.

8 Raghib al-Asfahani, al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an, 176. Ahmad b. Sa‘id, Mulla Jiwan. al-Tafsirat al-
Ahmadiyyah, 353.

? Ahmad b. Sa‘id, Mulla Jiwan. al-Tafsirat al-Ahmadiyyah, 353. Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Dihlaw1, Midih al-Qur an,
380. ‘Uthmani, Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad. Tafsir ‘Uthmant, 909.

19 1bid

" 1bid

12 1bid

13 1bid

1% Ibid. Raghib al-Asfahani, al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur an, 287.
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the particular action, du‘a’, and other general modes of relating to Allah, such as general recitation

of Quran.'>Y

15 1bn ‘Ashiir, Shaykh Muhammad. al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir 15:235. Abli Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Qurtubi.
al-Jami ‘i Ahkam al-Qur’an, 10:342.
4
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